CHAPTER XLV
Carson and the Carlton Club
Anarchy in the South - War on Belfast - The McMahons - Dead March in Saul -
The lash - Bellcek and Pcttigo - The Carlton Club meeting - Carson and Bonar
Law - A year of hell - Quarrels and reconciliations.
THINGS fell out in Ireland as Carson had prophesied. Disorder
spread with every step of the British withdrawal until the South
was reduced to a raging anarchy. Landless peasants robbed the
farmers of their land and cattle and parcelled out the demesnes
of the gentry, who themselves were burnt out or massacred.
The Terrorists of the Irish Republican Army declared against
the Treaty and De Valera incited them to " wade in blood " to
freedom. Faction fought against faction with the more xest
because in the hurly-burly they were destroying the property
of the Loyalists and the monuments of a British government.
Before the issue of who should succeed to the power of the
Crown was decided the Four Courts, the Kildare Street Club,
the greater part of Sackville Street, and the finest houses in the
countryside were either sacked or reduced to ruins.
In the debates on the Free State (Agreement) Bill on the 10th
March, the llth of May and 18th July, 1922, Carson strongly
and bitterly protested against this surrender of law and order
in Ireland. " How glibly and easily," he said, " we in London
do away with all those things and then go out to the theatre
and enjoy ourselves/' He denounced the doctrine of the Lord
Chancellor that such sufferings were inevitable to every " great
revolution," and he turned upon the Archbishops of Canterbury
and York (who supported the Treaty) with the case of the
venerable Dean of Leighlin, who had been dragged out of his
house in the City of Cavan and battered to death in front of his
door, Why give all their sympathy to the Armenians, the Greeks
the Russians when such things were happening to their*
Protestants in Ireland ? And he cited besides the case of